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On Saturday, October 6th, the Southeast 
Asian American Access in Education 
Coalition (SEA3eD) in partnership with 
Highline Community College, the Win/Win 
Network, and the Commission on Asian 
Pacific American Affairs hosted the first ever 
SEA3eD UNITE (You and I Together for 
Education) Summit. 

Goals of the summit:   

1) Promote solidarity among the 
Southeast Asian American 
community by working together 
with students, families, the local 
community and stakeholders to 
address educational needs from 
early learning to  K-12 to higher 
education; 

2) Raise awareness regarding 
educational access issues of 
Southeast Asian Americans; 

3) Connect Southeast Asian American 
students and families to 
educational resources and 
community-based service 
providers; 

4) Promote a community wide 
climate and initiative that is 
conducive to personal growth, 
empowerment, equity and 
leadership for the Southeast Asian 
American Community. 

Over 225 students, parents, families, and 
allies of the Southeast Asian American 
community convened to voice their needs 
and concerns and describe the unique 
differences within groups. 

The Model Minority Myth and other 
prevalent stereotypes that lump all Asian 
Americans into one homogenous group has 

hidden the opportunity gaps within the SEAA 
communities such as the Hmong, Mienh, 
Lao, Vietnamese, Khmer and Burmese 
Americans, to name a few.   

The UNITE Summit started with a welcome 
from the SEA3eD Chair, Ay Saechao, 
followed by a welcome from Toni Castro, 
Vice President of Student Services at 
Highline Community College. The morning 
closed with a keynote address by 
Representative Sharon Tomiko Santos.   

The rest of the day included workshops, 
panel discussion, and an afternoon keynote 
by Louie Praseuth, Founder of the Good Foot 
Arts Collective.  Capping the event off was 
the UNITE Scholarship awards presentation. 

The first Southeast Asian and Asian 
American Education Summit, UNITE was a 
success!  The community made it happen 
with the support of numerous educational 
institutions, volunteers, community based 
organizations, and local businesses. On 
behalf of the SEA

3
eD Coalition, thank you for 

the support. To the parents, students, and 
allies who participated at the event, thank 
you for attending and showing your support.   

Lastly, a big thank you to the SEA3eD 
Coalition members and SEA3eD Council for 
volunteering and dedicating the past 10 
months to make it happen! 

In Solidarity, 

The SEA3eD Council: 

Ay Saechao, Kao Saechao, Ekk Sisavatdy, 
Latana Thaviseth, Sy Ear, Michael Itti, Seng 
Vue, Zer Vue, and Ammara Kimso 
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Building Community 
Over 225 students, parents, and allies from the 
Southeast Asian American community connected and 
formulated an educational pipeline for student success. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parent and Family Engagement 
Southeast Asian American families from the Hmong, 
Mienh, Lao, Vietnamese, Khmer, and Burmese 
community discussed ways to engaged in the education 
system starting from early childhood education to 
college. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving Ahead 
100% of summit participants stated in the evaluation 
that they would like to see a UNITE Summit 2013! 

 

UNITE Summit 2012!  

Thank You for Your Support!    

      

Presented by: 

“The SEA3eD (UNITE) event told me 
that I am not the only one who has 
had a hard life… I got a chance to 

share a little bit of my story and also 
heard their successful stories.  That 

inspired me to have a positive 
perspective and to stay positive 

throughout my college experience.” 
- UNITE Summit Participant 

 

“I love Rep. Santos talk .. Her 
speech gave a seal of approval to 
make the UNITE Summit totally 

significant!” 
- UNITE Summit 

Participant 

 


